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The Gold Ring (An Fáinne Óir)

arr. Peter McLaren

Traditional

Based on a setting by Louis McManus.

From The Fiddler’s Companion website: “Caoimhin Mac Aoidh relates Seamus Ennis’s story of a piper who had the courage 
to spend a night hiding near a fairy rath to listen to the wonderful music of the little folk.  As usual they returned to the rath at 
sunrise to sleep, the nights’ festivity over, and the piper crept out from hiding. On close investigation of the site he found a tiny 
gold ring on the ground, dropped by a fairy reveller. The very next evening he returned to the rath and hid in the same place to 
listen again to the music of the wee folk but this time he also overheard the lamenting of a fairy piper over the loss of the ring. 
The fairy cried that he would grant any wish to get it back, upon which he man stepped from hiding and offered to return the 
ring, explaining how he found it lost. True to his word the fairy granted the human one wish, and asked the piper to name it. 
‘The jig I heard the other night,’ said the man, who added he could not quite remember it (due to the fairies blocking the 
memory of their tunes), and the fairy piper granted the wish on the spot—the tune that has ever since been called in memory 
of the incident ‘The Gold Ring’.”


